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IMPACT ON HIGH SEAS FISHERIES BY ENTRY INTO
FORCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION
ON THE LAW OF THE SEA

Huang Shuolin
(Shanghai Fisheries University, 200090 )

ABSTRACT The United Nations Covention on the Law of the Sea entered into force on
16 November, 1994 and the provisions related to the exploration and exploitation,
conservation and management of marine living resources have already produced and will
continue to produce great impact on marine fisheries production and management. Based on
analysis of the provisions of the Convention and practices of establishing exclusive
economic zone and of implementing regime of the high seas by many coastal states, it is
concluded that the development of the fisheries regime is in the direction of beneficial to
coastal states, and that distant water fishing states have to cooperate with coastal states and
accept the duty and responsibility, as the Convention provides, for the conservation of the
marine living resources, in order to ensure the sustainable development of distant water
fisheries. In the light of reality of Chinese fisheries, the demand on management and
possibility of adverse effects on high seas fishing, after the entry into force of the
Convention, are discussed, and some suggestions are made.
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