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ASPECTS OF THE REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY OF THE
BAGRIDAE CATFISH MY STUS MACROPTERUS
IN THE JIA LING RIVER -

Wang Deshou and Lue Quansheng
( Bislogy Department, Southwest China Teachers University, Chongaing 630715)

ABSTRACT The results of some aspects of the reproduetive biology of Muystus
macropterus (Bleeker), based on 928 specimens from the Jia Ling River during the
period of May 1986 to December 1987, are summarized in this paper. Results of
this study provide sirong evidence that the ovaries, based on both external and hi-
stological features, are divided into sex maturation stages. The spawning season of
the fish starts from May to July. The female is confirmed o spawn once in spaw-
ning season. After spawning, the ovaries of the fish remain at the stage III and
pass through the whole winter. Spermatids are commonly found in the testes of the
overwintering males. Accumulation and consumption of fat is greatly related to the
devlopnient of gonads. Sex ratio i3 0.93:1, e little in favor of male. Age-and-size
et first maturities of male and female are 2 and 3 years old with a body length of
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14.5¢cm and 17 .8e¢m respectively. 4- and 5-year old fish account for the 5095 of the
spawning population.
KEYWORDS Muystus macropierus, reproductive biology, gonad development,re-
productive population
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