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PRELIMINARY STUDY ON FEEDING HABITS OF PURPLE
SEA URCHIN STRONGYLOCETROTUS NUDUS

Gao Xusheng, Sun Mianying, Li Guoyou and Li Shiving

{Mnrine Fighcries Rescarch Insiglute of Liaoning Proviner, Dalian)

ABSTRACT The feeding habits of the purple sea urchin around the coast of
Dalian was investigated. The results show that mature sea urchin in naiural sea
area mainly feed on algae and small animals, among which Laminaria japonica and
Ulva pertusa ccour frequently The food taken by ses urchin is greatly related to
their living surroundings. If food is rich, the urchin will make its choice. The pre-
ferential order about algae are Undaria and Laminaric in Phaeophyta, Chondrus and
Gelaclivm in Rhodophyta and Ulve and Enteromorpha in Chlorophyta. Some animal
food are also taken by the gea urchin. Therefore the feeding hsbits of 8. nudus is
Omnivorous,

KEYWORDS sea urchin (Strongyloceirotus nudus), feeding habits, algae, animal
food, choice, omnivorous



