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E: JH R a@iENF 21 (IL-21) B3 %R IL-21R 7 8 K K 6007 R 8 0 %% v &3 12 9
Wy 1 BAEARSRE F 8 0 FALHE, 3 A A R #% 5 PCR (RT-PCR) & R &2y w4 7 & %
% 4p & IL-21 & B (OnlL-21) F 32 % R IL-21R 3 B (OnlL-21R), X H#ATEWE EF M,
JF FI 52 Bt 7% € & PCR (QRT-PCR) # A 46 3| 2 mRNA #y &k K F. R TR, OnlL-21
B OnIL-21R W FF 3 7 A€ 4+ 5| & 420 bp Fn 1 548 bp, 47 4545 139 fn 515 NA KR . 4 &

HBFF BN AA, OnlL-21 A4t B & E, BEH Z/MRFH R & F—A Ig-like 45
H8; T OnIL-21R B¥fEE e, ERHEAE y-c i, ERTFHAMEA ZAMMrFHHRAMA
L ufs. RAa#MMREREY, IL-21 § IL-2IR W& AR )7 7| & 4 fh 2 it 22
MR —EWETFN, BRE 4 IL21 FIL-2IR WA R F 74 538 LW & IL-21 Fo
IL-2IR Wk 4k A it. A ZRMREAMN AN, Onll-21 F OnIL-21R ERERE %
B EMARF AT RE, EEFARNARERM. OnlL-21 £ kA JE A48 F kik
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e A2 21(interleukin 21, I1L-21) J&— > DU IZ g %
7, JBF 1 RABE 7% (B IL-2,
IL-4, IL-7. 1L-9 FIIL-15 %), HIL-2. IL-4 FIIL-15
BA m R, IL-21 82l i& ki CD4' T
HARAN AR T 400 (NKT 48f) =4, JZHLAR
RPER G H LM, BROE L HE T 240 IG5
At PET B OIS AE AL ST . B R NK 4
I 1 200 i 2 P 1 FE R = 4 TRN-y IORE 1, IR
F B 58 T 2 [ G0 55 AR MR HRAR
s Ji TR %) B 8 I 28 v ke ¥ T AR Y WL S
WFsE W], IL-21R & IL-21 i & — P g2 1k,
Horp IL-21 A 2800 F 258 i IL-21R 4131
IL-21 7 F 50 R mm IL2IRE &5, i
JoT X 1) % 2 IR T A5 5 5% 5 1 (JAK) s IR 1k
AR TS R AL TG SIS T (STAT) JE R IR — B A B
SR TIRAR, SRS R AR IE A1 A% IS TR 4 AR G
FE D G sk 5 RARP

WHFLEY) IL-21 & IL-21R E 8 2058, A
KW FEM SN RHETER, UATS50
B E A SN AR L A B AR T s R LA R
TRAFR %, Bk, ST M IL-21 fwt
5% FEBALHE 2005 4F Bird 257 15 21 6 75 75 fili (Taki-
JSugu rubripes) W H| H L35 5L R 2H 2 1 O s 2
IL-21 W RIVESEDN, A 1021 FEfa 2P Bt B
1M J& 1E 8T 85 (Oncorhynchus mykiss), ¥ (Cteno-
pharyngodon idella) F1 ¥ %F (Paralichthys olivaceus)
HARARAIEGY T IL-21, S5, S IL-21 (4
W5 FLEh Y IL-21 BAA R R, RV IL-21
TEF AL R A PR, BT, B IL-21 J¢
HAZ R IL-21R ZEALAR R AE T A /R R4 F-BL A 5
AN, AR5

Je B % 4k (Oreochromis niloticus) J& T 81
H (Percomorpha) il 4 #} (Cichlaidae) ' 9F 1 J&
(Oreochromis), J&— Pt 514 (1% F ol 37 5 0 2%
Hoprrp EDR I R R R P e s E . TR
WEER R, MM EM A, RABNTEY
5 A A0 X 9 JE A B G 114 28 o7 5 T A A4 U 1Y)
o7 R0 4 ) H R B IE JERE D, AR G T R A
Sy TAE: ORE B AR IL-21 1 IL-21R 3£ A
i B S ZE R A3 AT s QA [Ag Bl 2L rf OnlL-21 Al
OnIL-21R [ FRIK K5 A IR S5 BT 4% P ek e 1
AR, OnIL-21 J OnIL-21R HIZhZ5FKEH,
@A IL-21 H# H [(1)OnIL-21] 1 G E H 4l S
RAEHF I FIBAAL . DL LSR5 Je 2 %
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i IL-21 5 IL-21R W53 FAEW#FRE, DL R
W) B =2 2 5 LA SR 95 L A1 J e 1 S 8 S g v
PAER, JF Rt — D090 IL-21 IR S s R
e PLER A S A

1 M THE

11 SKROMRE RESRARAEFARRIE

Je B W AR (100 £ 10) g W T KA B IR0y
KRR, BT IR A Y b K 5556
S, AT SE I A B A SRR IR D (28 + 2) °C 1Y
TEHK RGP RS R 3 8, (i HE N SRR .
BEHLBENR 3 BER MWD P, BT & 0.05%
JPRAEH] MS-222 (Sigma-Aldrich, 3& ) f35 K itk
TTIRREE, IFH 75% LBEXH R T iE R, 430
SCMCERG . B L R BLAL 8L OBE. SKE
JLIE . MaRg . HENE . AbJE M A, St 12 R 2
S A TG RNase 9 1.5 mL 85048 J5 Psiit A i
A, JEAEAE T80 °C BACIR vKAH , T
OnIL-21 F1 OnIL-21R TR LUP i3RIk 25 5% .
TR IS ALk 54 RBAER A e P B e, 4
3, 18 B/, AT, Hh Siu g oy
SRR EST 100 pL EAA W 7 0 JTCFLEEER TR (Strep-
tococcus agalactiae)(1x10" CFU/mL) 5§ ¥ 7K /<, FA ifg
# (deromonas hydrophila)(1x10” CFU/mL), X} &
HEF M HFRTE 1 < PBSM, THHE 3. 6.
12, 24, 48 K1 72 h, 735 ah 37 >R A Sk BRI Ak 4
ZUHATG RNase ) 1.5 mL B.0%, BUECTFR A,
Bl % B 2280 °C B AR VKA PR A7 5 H

1.2 BRETIESE IL21 7 IL-21R B EXRFF
SR

M3 [ [ ST A 905 B0 (The National Cen-
ter for Biotechnology Information, NCBI) [ 3 73 51l
# & OnIL-21(XP_025765791.1) }2 OnIL-21R(XM _
003443042.5), HR4 R4S W00 3 5 B0 2R 1 G A X 1
T4 FPES Y (R 1), M4 TRIzol (RF 5t i ME R A
VIR A A FR 2wl ) {36 5 4 HUe 2 47 9k fa
I RN Sk B 2H 21 58 RNA, 38 3 B Sk ) (g
P} S5 A MR BR A W) 1 FH BT 406 RNA [ %
4 ¢DNA, F T OnIL-21 Fl OnIL-21RPCR ¥ 1
FIH 1% B B b e I L VKRS DU H 9 459, VTR
FH B W8 I R & [ RARA AR dbad) A
RS \) 1 4lifk al i PCR 729, % B R B S
pMDI18-T #fA (TaKaRa, H7A) &, bR
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Tab.1 Primers used in the experiment

CIk/EZ S JF3(5'-3") N
primers sequences (5'-3") application
IL-21-F ATGAAGCTGATCGTTTTTTGCC RT-PCR
IL-21-R TCAGATTCTGCTTATACCCCTTT RT-PCR
IL-21r-F ATGGCTCCCCAACATGTGTTCTT RT-PCR
IL-21r-R AAGCAGTGGATGATAATGTAG RT-PCR
elL-21-F CCGGATATCTCACCTTTGGAGCGCAAAAAACTAC 4] ke 7 2 R

construction of recombinant
plasmid
elL-21-R CCGGAATTCGATTCTGCTTATACCCCTTTGAACC 4] ek 7 20 AL
construction of recombinant
plasmid
qIL-21-F AATGCTCAAACGCGACCTTC qRT-PCR
qlL-21-R GAGTGGCAGGTTGAGCAGTT qRT-PCR
qIL-21r-F CCACAGCATGAAAACCGCAT qRT-PCR
qIL-21r-R CAGGTCCACATGAGGGTAGC qRT-PCR
qIL-1B-F GTTCACCAGCAGGGATGAGATT qRT-PCR
qIL-1B-R TGCGGTCTTCACTGCCTCC qRT-PCR
qTNF-a-F GGTCATCTGGAGTGGAGGAA qRT-PCR
qTNF-a-R AGCCGTGGTCTGAGAAGCTA qRT-PCR
qIFN-y-F CACATCAACCCTGACCAAAT qRT-PCR
qIFN-y-R GCCTGTTGGCAGCACC qRT-PCR
qIL-6-F ACAGAGGAGGCGGAGATG qRT-PCR
qIL-6-R GCAGTGCTTCGGGATAGAG qRT-PCR
qIL-10-F TGGAGGGCTTCCCCGTCAG qRT-PCR
qIL-10-R CTGTCGGCAGAACCGTGTCC qRT-PCR
p-actin-F AAGCCCATCAGCCTGGTGGAGAGAT qRT-PCR
f-actin-R GTTGCCCTGTTTGGTTTTCTTCATC qRT-PCR

FFE (Escherichia coli) TOP10 &2 2540 fif [ KR4
R AEa) AR ], PRk vk sk =
A R I IR A B2 G A TINY o AR 6 4H OC )
Sty VA X Py 45 SR AT AR A5 B 2200 i, g
J¥% %l ExPASy:  https://web.expasy.org/translate/,
FEH i BT ProtParam:  https://web.expasy.org/
protparam/, 5 & %5 ¥ 4 4> #1 TMHMMServer :
http://www.cbs.dtu.dk/services TMHMM-2.0/, {5 5
RKFI SignalP: http://www.cbs.dtu.dk/services/Sig-
nalP/, ZHEELL M. 43HT Motif-Scan: https://myhits.sib.
swiss/cgi-bin/motif-scan, 2 J¥ 51| bt XF 43 #1 K 14
DNAMAN, FIRGEHALMH RN MEGA 6.0,

1.3 qRT-PCR #&

FR AR H i 3 R ¥ 51 4 515 31 qQRT-PCR 45 5%
PEG1H, BB AR f-actin 4l 98 B U
BN SN (3 1), N E IR 2 2URE b B EL

https://www.china-fishery.cn

BLRNA, SR 5% 5% i cDNA, gRT-PCR AR 455¢
Y6 %€ 537 & SYBR"Green Master Mix( [~ 5 7 3¢
YR IR D) Ui A5 R S, A MR IR
B3 AT

14 REFTIEELE XA MME S S
SNRLE

PERUE R Y e B B HE RIS, H 75%
X HAR RTINS, AE IO PR T A ) £ (R B
LB RAEA LY, B TR 1% 5 5% R85 85N
P (Gibco, 3£ [H) i RPMI-1640 5 3% £ (Gibceo,
) AR IR, IO A E R R
11, (H4 N2 Rk, 200 H 38 ™ 5 98 5K
MR, BT [FEARFRR Histopaque®-1077
(Sigma, JE[E) HAHMIFESW 77, 4°C, 500 x g
B0 40 min, ARAFA4EML . FH 0.4% G E T4
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M H40s , BN 10% BG4 17 (FBS)(Gibeo, 32
[E) 1 1% XUHTHY RPMI-1640 5 35 3ol 40 i 2 i i
FERK 1x107 />/mL, B 40 M4l T 96 FL 40 i 3% 7%
#z (Thermo, E[E), &L 100 uL }iFF, & T 25°C
0 M 15 FR 46 (Thermo, K [E) rf 2 h i H AR SE )5
FEALANA 10 pL A RSO, 52 56 4 1 38 U S
5% I V5 Y 37 1) I 2L R A AR K /B R
(1x10" CFU/mL), =5 [ % B8 20 Jg A S AR R G G
W 1 x PBS, ¥4 & T 25 °C dkek s g%, /0l T
NS 3. 6. 12, 24, 48 F1 72 h U AE4HAL, 4 °C,
500 x g #5.0> 10 min, 3% EVEWJE A 1 mL TRIzol
ZURANNG, 5 HARAF T-80 °C ARG VKA FH T )5
221 qQRT-PCR 4387 LA IE R Rl e & &
Atk B A4S, TL-21 FIIL-21R A9 mRNA
FIRHEDL

1.5 ZF4HEH (r)OnlL-21 BIRIES 4L

M4 T v R AR AR 1Y OnIL-21 5 K H A
JEBN AT S, i A B i Bl DA R S
PRI 22 A5 5 IR IK OnIL-21 FF 7 R 52 AE 36 4T
b (R 1), HIRMENITI S RB AR pET-32a i
$, WJEE pET-32a-OnlL-21 # 4 KA FokL, FIH
KIGFF R R R R RE AT EHAEANRE, I
K H Ni-NTA EMZENE T B E A gife, =&
R A PR IE 5 Al BRSPS % O A SCERU,

1.6 EZHZEH (r)OnlL-21 B2 B B 40 A8

ST ESMENE AN, BARTDr kR B B R
S =9 N B O S = 1N TR 15 A
1) (0 RELIE 10 0 AR R A8 1107 A>/mL 4 T 96 FL4H
Ma¥5 52 (Thermo, 3E[E), £l 100 pL, 25°C %
F2 2 h A, 430 W 1 pg/mL 1 (r)
OnIL-21 FIXf FEEE [ Trx WA, 1 x PBS 1E
RS EAX R ST R R AN FERTE (3. 6. 12,
24 48 F172 h) UKEE4NAE, 4°C, 500 x g B5.L> Smin,
7 FWEW SN 1 mL TRIzolZL R 40 M, Pk R 17
F-80 °C vkHi % H -

17 BIESH

qRT-PCR %% fi# #l £& 1 CFX96 Touch PCR %
4t (BioRad, ) #fbsrHr, Hh mRNA 7EZHE
VA B A3 A1 10298 it S B 000 Y 272 AT
A PR JER % R A0 B R B 2722 4 BT Graph-
pad prism 8.0 #AHHI T EAE G o0 b KA, Dl
B - (HPR DR (meantSD) Ko, B RS
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AT RIS G 22 8 e el ] ) 22 S, 22
SFWEEH R, Hr*h P<0.05, **4 P<0.01,
x5k P<0.001,

2 4R

2.1 OnIL-21 #1 OnIL-21R BY55 /& R F 5547

OnIL-21 W) FF il e 524 2l 420 bp, 4t 139
A FETR (aa)(8] 1-a); Protparam 7E £k 5 {4 i Il
OnIL-21 Z EEFRAHXT 4310 16.03 ku, L5
#iok 8.83; SignalP Filill N Ay 19 4~ & 3 /R 4w 5
S5, T BELEH ; SMART 7E £k 51443
OnlL-21 Z M )7 94 2 /> I 26 (s 11 B R
R . VAR AR C BRI oS . 2 4 N-BE
FACAL SR 1A TUA C i AR 5 (137~139 aa)
(¥l 1-a). OnIL-21R [ FFTH B SEHE R 1 548 bp, 4
% 515 aa (¥ 1-b); Protparam 7 £k 4k £ Flil OnIL-
21R S FEEFR AR XS 4> F R 59.00 ku, FEIE A5
H 4.66; SignalP TN N I Hif 22 A~ 2 5 R 4 5 1%
S JIK; TMHMMServer 2.0 7& £k i iil] OnIL-21R }y
1 IREEEE M ; Motif-Scan 7F 26 8443 ¥, OnlIL-
21R FHFAFHMEL T 10 1685 P 3 1B b7 45
8/ N-WHILALA i . 44> N-BEFEfb . 344K
P C B IR IL A7 T 1 % 0 IR ol 1R A A3 o5 RN
2 A MY 25 (45 F448, (fibronectin type [l domain)
(D1: 117~212 aa, D2: 118~207 aa)(/&l 1-b).

i it 43 B 4K 4 DNAMAN % OnIL-21/OnlL-
IR F 1R 7 5 5 B HI B9 N (Homo sapiens). R
(Mus musculus). ¥ (Gallus gallus) F1 A I JIC 4%
(Xenopus tropicalis) SF ¥R Y IL-21 5 IL-21R 23
BRI AT Z 0 Xt , S5, 1121 5HZ
A IL-21R [ 2 LR )7 50 A6 Py F e Ak Fe vh BAT —
FEMORSEME (K 2), E—L a0 e B B R IL-21
FNIL-21R 5 ALY A (LY . PIRGESEFI
W) ZEIE R, SRR, Ak
Y IL-21 1 IL-21R & AR N—3L, 7INeP PR
IL-21 Fl IL-21R ¥ 5 BE 4810 1. (Maylandia zebra)
RG R AR (K 3),
22 REFFTIEM IL-21 5 IL21RBLARIESH

PA p-actin N ZFEA, 8 i+ gRT-PCR #5:)
OnIL-21 5 OnIL-21R fEfR e B F Al . § .
Bk, WL . B8 OBE. KB AR MoRR . IF
k. AME IS 12 A FRAE . BN,
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91
31
181
61
271
91
361
121
451
151
541
181
631
211
721
241
811
271
901
301
991
331
1081
361
1171
391
1261
421
1351
451
1441
481
1531
511

1 ATGAAGCTGATCGTTTTTTGCCTTTTCACAGTCTACTGTTGCTCTTTGGTCAAAGCATCA
1 MKLIVFCLFTVYCCSLVKAI
61 CCTTTGGAGCGCAAAAAACTACAAGAAGTCCTTAGAGAGCTGAAAATGCTCAAACGCGAC
21 B R x x 1 Q0 F VI RETLKMIKRTD
121 CTTCCGAACACAGAACTAATGATGAATACTCCACCAAAGGATATAGAGGACTGCTGTTGT
41 LPNTELMMNTPPEKDIEDCTCC
181 CTGACAGCCTTAACTTGCTTTCGGGAGACTCTGCTTGAACATTTTGGCATAAGTGGAAAA
61 LTALTCFREI IBE:roc 156K
241 TACCAGAAAAAACTTTACAAGAGTCTTAATCATACCCTTACTATCAATGGACTGAACTTT
81 Y QKKLYKSLNHTLTINGLNE
301 TGTAACACAGAAACTTCTACGAACAACTGCTCAACCTGCCACTCACATCCTAAGGAAAAA
101 CNTE TSTNNCSTICHSHPEKEK
361 GCATCAGAGTTTTTCAACAGACTGGAGTCTCTGGTTCAAAGGGGTATAAGCAGAATCTGA
121 ASEFFNRLESLVOQRGISRTI *
(a)

ATGGCTCCCCAACATGTGTTCTTTTTGCTGTGGAGCCTCACTCTTTTCCTTCATGGAGCATCTGCATCATTTTGCAATGTCACCTGCTGG
MAPOHVEFELILWSILTLEFELHGASASFCNVTLC CVW
ACAGACTACGAAGAGTTGTTGAACTGTTCGTGCGCAGCCTCTGTGCCGATGAATCCCCTTAACATCAGTGTCATTTGCAGGGGTGAAGAT
TDYEELLNCSCAASVPMNPLNTISVICRGETD
GCAGACGTTGATGGCAGCTGTGTTATCCGACCGCCTCAGTCCTGGTGTCAAATTAATAAGAGCTTTGAGGATGTTGCATCAGTTGGAACA
ADVDGSCVIRPPQSWCQINKSETEDVASVG_T
GTCTGCGACACGACAGTCAGTGAAGAAGGCAGCTCATTCATAAATGACTCATCCAGCTGGAACCTGAGTGAAGTGGTGAAACTTAAGCCT
vVCDTTVSEEGSSFINDSSSWNLSEVVKLEKTFP
CCTTTAAACGTTCAAGTAGAAAAAGCAGCGGAATTCTACAACATAACCTGGAGCCATGAGAGCGCTGACACGGACTGCCTCAGATACAGA
PLNVOQOVEZEKAAEFYNTITWSHESADTDCLRYR
GTCCGCATAAGAACGAGCGAAAACTTGTTGAAGGATCCAGTTTTCTCCAAGGAAAGAGTGTCAGAAATGCACATTCTGATAAACCACAAT
NVRIRTSENLLKDPVFSKERVSEMHEILTINHN
GAACTACAACCATATACCGATTATACTGTGGATGTTCAAGCCACATTTTGTCCTAAATATGCCCTTCAGGGTCCATGGAGTGAATGGAGT
ELOPYTDYTVDVOATFCPEKYALOGPWSEWS
TCCACTACAAACTGGAAAACACAGGCGTTAAATGTCAAAGGTACTTGGTGGCGCGTCTTCCTGCCCGTCATTTTTTTCTTCATTTTTGTC
STTNWKTQALNVKGTWWRVFLPVIFFFTIEYV
CTGGGTCTGTGTTATTCACAGAAAACGTGTTGGCAGAGAAAACTTGAGGTGATTACGTACATCCCGAGTCCGGATGAGTTTTTCAAACCC
LGLCY-TCWQRKLE\’ITYIPSPDEFFKP
CTGTATCACAACTACGAAGGGAACTTCAAGGAATGGGTGAAGCCTGTATTCAGTGAGTATGATTACCTGAAGATCAGTCCAAATGTTCAG
LYHNYEGNFKEWVKPVFSEYDYLIXKTISPNVAQ
ATGATGAGTGAGAAACAGCACGACATCCTTCACTGGAGCGACGAGAAGCAGCGAGACAATGAGGACAATGAGACGAATCAAGGTGGCGAC
MMSEKQHDTILHWYWSDEZ KQRDNEDNETNOQGGTD
ATCCACCACATGCTGCAGCCTCACAGCAACATGCTGCTGCACTTTCCAGATGGTGACAGT TCACAAGGCAACAGCCACTCCACTGGACAC
I'' HHMLQPHSNMLLHFPDGDS SSQGNSHSTGH
ATCTCCATCCATACTGTAACCTTATCTGGAGAAGATTTTGATGAGGAAGTTACATCACAGAGCTCCCTCAGAAGTTACCAAGATGGAGAA
ISIHTVTLSGEDFDEE\’TSQS-SY D G E
AGCTTGGGCTCCTTTGAGGAAGACAACAGAGAGCATGCCAGCTATGATTTAGAGGAGCCTCACATGTCCAGAATGGACAGACAAAGTGGG
SLGSFEEDNREHASYDLEEPHMSRMDROQSG
GTATTACCACAGCATGAAAACCGCATATCCAATGACCTTCTAGTGGAAAACCTAAACTTCCAGCCTCATGATCAGTTTAATGAACCAGAG
VLPQHENRTISNDLLVENLNFOQPHDOQFNETPE
AGGGTATCCCTTGACTCATTTGAGCAGTCAGAAGATGGCTACCCTCATGTGGACCTGGACACAATTGATAGTGGTTTTGGGGAGTGTGGA
RVSLDSFEQSEDGYPHVDLDTIDSOGEFGET CG® G
AGCCCCGGAGCATCAGACCCAAATACAGCAGATCAGATCAACTCTGATTTATTTCATGAGCACGCGAACTCAAATTCAAATTATGTCAAG
SPGASDPNTADQINSDLFHEHANSNSNYVK
CAGTGGATGATAATGTAG

QWM I M *

(b)

1 REZTIEfE IL21(a) 5 IL-21R(b) HIHZEE 5 F S E 8751
AT 6 M0 NG 8, TR 0B R M B BRI 25, VR (LIS T8 26 9 28 (1 C BERRILI 2 FRIBORE A Sk, F
RIS IR IR B S ORI e 2 1 I B M & 5T - LA )

Fig.1 The nucleotide and amino acid sequences of the OnIL-21 (a) and OnIL-21R (b)

N glycosylation sites are covered by light shade; underlined are tyrosine kinase phosphorylation sites; phosphorylation sites of protein kinase C are

covered by dark shade; the corrugated line below represents the signal peptide; double wavy line is drawn down for nuclear localization signal; the under-

lined domain is fibronectin type III; the termination codon is marked with *
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N H. sapiens MRS SPGNEERI NI GIMV] FL GTENHKE S S QGODRHM :31 DI NDOEENYNND. . I\u’PFF p KAQE 84
“F Bos taurus MR, WP G m I h’é Fscrgnﬂxgs SQGQDRLF1 1 DI D % D. . LDPEF i grvoL &3
AR M. musculus fia FLGTMAHK SPQGPDRLU {1 DI E\"END.. LDPEL ns RAKE 77
A G. gallus :RM | FCML Lmis?m VR YK st\r DVEKD. . . KDVELLHT 1-. INGI 7
APTEE X ropicalis MKFCTSL '—5"5‘ \,s HI QKTCQRLKL EKDTE \NKTA ELFPKDNI TDI QFnTEELl. LSFY 90
PELITI® M. zebra - (.sg Pl\L k%q&!ﬂ, EK!\ RDFPN. . . TELMMNTPRK. RETL 72
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B2 RBETTIEE IL-21(a) 1 IL-21R(b) SE 45 IL-21 F1 IL-21R UL F5EL %
BOPIRR—BUTH, - RORFREER, R IERER U HRE, R E IR MR O AR5 . 21 Genbank ID:
AN IL-21(EAX05226.1), /MR IL-21(AAI25417.1), 4 IL-21(NP_001020006.1), {E#TUE IL-21(NP_001131083.1), 4+ IL-21(NP_942129.1), Bl
P IL-21(XP_012775211.1), 4T IL-21(NP_001122046.1), Kyl (XP_014067588.1), A IL-21R(AAH04348.1), /MR IL-21R(AAG29347),
A IL-21R(XP_025010868.1), ff FFMAN A IL-21R(XP_005923740.1), B I £ IL-21R(NP_001106982.2), K7 fi IL-21R(XP_014059715.1)

Fig.2 Multiple alignment of amino acid sequences of OnIL-21 (a) and OnIL-21R (b)

The identical amino acids among different animals are shown with black shadow, and the dot (-) represents missing amino acid; conservative cysteine
sites is marked with *, conservated amino acid residues and domains have been specifically identified, H. sapiens IL-21 (EAX05226.1), M. musculus 1L-
21 (AAI25417.1), G. gallus IL-21 (NP_001020006.1), X. tropicalis IL-21 (NP_001131083.1), Bos taurus IL-21 (NP_942129.1), M. zebra IL-21
(XP_012775211.1), O. mykiss IL-21 (NP_001122046.1), Salmo salar 1L-21 (XP_014067588.1), H. sapiens IL-21R (AAH04348.1), M. musculus IL-21R
(AAG29347), G. gallus IL-21R (XP_025010868.1), Haplochromis burtoni IL-21R (XP_005923740.1), Danio rerio IL-21R (NP_001106982.2), Salmo
salar IL-21R (XP_014059715.1)

OnIL-21 TERE KGN ) £ AN 20 ¥ Rk, Ho F AR (8 4-a). OnIL-21R TEME . JGIE . A1 & i A1
AR g ek B e, OIERZZ, KB . BSAEFI Ji i o Bk KR, AR RN B R R ek AR
AME ML R KR RIS, WL 2l 3k EAN AL P ILTAFE (K 4-b),
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_71|: RBNERRAEH]  Stegastes partitus 1L-21 (XP_008289214.1)
57 FUENNE  Astatotilapia calliptera TL-21 (XP_026039196.1)

PR Vil Dicentrarchus labrax TL-21 (AIT39700.1)

69

99 R RBESL 1 Gouania willdenowi IL-21 (XP_028315101.1)

PN M. zebra IL-21 (XP_012775211.1)

81
00— * e BB HEf 0. niloticus 1L-21

52 [ U8 O. mykiss IL-21 (NP_001233260.1)
g9l KPEPEEE S salar IL-21 (XP_014067588.1)

BEH 8 D, rerio IL-21 (NP_001122046.1)

A G. gallus IL-21 (NP_001020006.1)

%9 ——— B M. musculus IL-21 (AAI25417.1)

100 —|: N H. sapiens 1L-21 (EAX05226.1)
89

4 B taurus IL-21 (NP_942129.1)

eI X tropicalis IL-21 (NP_001131083.1)
0.2

(a)
{ £ B. taurus IL-21R (XP_027383543.1)
74 BRI R Canislupus dingo TL-21R (XP_025271443.1)

N H. sapiens IL-21R (AAH04348.1)

100

100 W M. musculus TL-21R (AAG29347.1)

% G. gallus IL-21R (XP_025010868.1)
100 { FLHS  Cuculusc anorus TL-21R (KFO81005.1)
68 MBS Lonchura striata TL-21R (XP_021399506.1)
10— KFGPEeE S, salar IL-21R (XP_014059715.1)
L UL O. mykiss IL-21R (XP_021480658.1)

AR Myripristis murdjan IL-21R (XP_029928611.1)

FIE B Austrofundulus limnaeus TL-21R (XP_013883734.1)

94 { *eFF At O. niloticus TL-21R
100

PE AN M. zebra IL-21R (XP_004568637.2)

100

0.2

(b)

&3 HTEH49% IL-21(a) 1 IL-21R(b) R EBFHHE RS LR
AL 1000 ZSI S AT S E R B KT, B ERRE AR B Bk IL-21 A1 IL-21R

Fig.3 Phylogenetic tree constructed based on IL-21 (a) and IL-21R (b) amino acid sequences of known species

Numbers at each branch indicate the percentage bootstrap values on 1 000 replicates; the IL-21 and IL-21R of O. niloticus are highlighted with asterisks

2.3 ARARZEXT OnIL-21 F1 OnIL-21R 77 F3&R 21 MER/AKEH RIS 2 [, HAE 48 h ikF|i%
K HI A (B, SEAHIEHAFIRAS Y 19.5 F5F1 16 5 (7 5-a);

o5 JE R U HLIAR S, qRT-PCR Kl J& % 9 4 JELIIE2H 27 OnIL-21 B mRNA HH Xk B 2
o1 3 U5 R DE A B SR OnlL-21 K OnIL-21R 1y WAL, FERYL S MR FER mOKE R, T
mRNA FXF FE A TG ORI . 25 %, IR 48 hakEIE(H, 2 Bh IEH A RS A 12.5 i
Bk K S M R RS, SRS OnIL- 14 4% (8] 5-b), OnIL-21 (93244, OnIL-21R 1ETCH.
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El4 RBETIES IL-21(a) 5 IL-21R(b) R EERELFRIAKTE
LORERR, 20 0BE, 3068, 4 BURR, SRR, 6. 4L, 7.3k, 8.0, 9. BE, 10.8, 11, 12. LA
Fig. 4 Constitutive levels of transcription of OnIL-21 (a) and OnIL-21R (b) in healthy tissues

1. skin, 2. heart, 3. gills, 4. thymus, 5. liver, 6. peripheral blood, 7. anterior kidney, 8. intestines, 9. spleen, 10. stomach, 11. brain, 12. muscle

BERR A NI K R G 6 h 5, kB AU
TR KB E LR, T 48 h iABIIE(E, MIE
WA BRI 8 4% (K 5-¢); M4 U AL AEBR
Mg K S PR NS, OnIL-21R AT ik
A EFE S LS, T 6h /5 OnlL-21R 1R
PRV B FE, 7E 48 h ik FWEE, NIFEw R
PR 7.5 4% (K] 5-d).

24 RN EMBEXT OnIL-21 K OnIL-21R
e 0-Al

K ) TG LB R B R 7K SRR A N B 3R
i3 B R E 408 3. 6. 12, 24, 48 F1 72 h
J&, KrWAHAE OnIL-21 J2 OnIL-21R WA ik AR
felfdl. @R R, LT Adih, JoFLakek
N 3 h 5, OnIL-21 WA 7K - H B 2% 1,
Hrp 12 h ik Vfers, HXTIRAR 1245, 12h
J5 2R ARRTFRAR, 72 h 63k X B Y 3 4%
( 6-a); fEMEKS A B 3 h)5, OnIL-21
) mRNA FJFRIAACE IR I, T 48 h ik
WEAE, X HRALAY 16 1%, 48 h NEFF R K-y
ik (Bl 6-a). TEMLIE A Z0ME T, JoRLAE Rk i g
KM TE S . OnIL-21 B9 mRNA X 33k
W L, 7E 24 hakBIEAA, 40 kXt BRAL Y
11.5 f5 71 16 £i5 (1 6-b). kB A4, Jo3Lek
BREA FIE K S A MITE L 48 h N, OnIL-21R 4EFfF
BRI ZRL, T 12 hak B0, 435 k) 1
HIK 6.5 5 6 1% (K 6-¢), i 48 h J5 ik AHIxT
g MR AT, JC LA K T A 2K
BRI 3 h J5 OnIL-21R B mRNA 23K 7K HY 8 i

[ 7K 72 5 22 3275 sponsored by China Society of Fisheries

F L, Hd 12 hiB80gE, 6 kXY
4.2 f5F0 5.8 £ ( 6-d)o

2.5 EEEA (r)OnlL-21 PRIES 41k

T o A% R T A i E A ek Tk pET32a-
OnlIL-21, P &5 R o, BEHFR &A%
EMMLM&%%?%,E%@@&WE%@%
5 00 o ) i Ak H 20 SR Y BL21 2% A2 S 4 i,
1 55 9 3 -B-D-m AL 2 2L BE 1 (IPTG)(Sigma, 2
E) i REH T R s EAE A . B OnlL-
21 FIREHAKNA A 13 ku, MAJERIE Trx HH
297 21 ku, KL E H ()Onll-21 2924 34 ku,
SDS-PAGE K4 R on, RGN EKIL T
HAHEH (OnlL-21, K/N22K 34 ku, B FIH]
His Fr%x) 820 4 HiF 4744k, SDS-PAGE HLIKXT
AL P A & BRAL AL SCR B4 (8] 7).

2.6 Z|ZHEH (r)OnlL-21 &M R & EE F
TR

X HZH A (r)OnIL-21 L7 38 B4 4 41 B )5 4%
i A A0 A PR T 1 2R AR R A TR, 5 SR
JIALJFE 9B T2 20 B 7E (r)OnlL-21 M35, 40 i b iy
IL-21R., ML/ & 1pAL-1B). MR IRFEH T «
(TNF-a), T3 y(IFN-y). H4IIEA & 6(IL-6) 1
M40/ 2 10(IL-10) 78 mRNA K FEF kB L4
W EE, Hd, (0onIL-21 % 12 h 5, IL-21R
(AT Fe kB I B EIH, JRAE 48 h N 4ERREE
5K F 1 % 5k (18 8-a), IL-18 Fll IFN-y 1£ mRNA
FIRAOPAERL K 24 h 5 R IXAKVB RN, 439
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Fig. 5 mRNA expression patterns of OnIL-21 (a, b) and OnIL-21R (¢, d) in spleen and

anterior kidney after S. agalactiae and A. hydrophila challenge

9); asterisks indicate a significant difference between

(a) anterior kidney, (b) spleen, (c) anterior kidney, (c) spleen; all data are shown as mean + SE (n

the control group and the challenge group. *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, ***P < 0.001; the same below
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Fig. 6 The effects of S. agalactiae and A. hydrophila stimulation on the mRNA expression of OnIL-21 (a, b) and
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15 .

E7 F|HEEH ()OnlL-21 RKiE54 K
M. &G TRERME, LiFESH, 2. %S5, 3. LF, 4 00,
5. 4ifk )5
Fig. 7 Expression and purification of (r)OnIL-21

M. protein marker; 1. the bacteria before IPTG induced; 2. the bacteria
induced with 1 mmol/L IPTG at 37 °C for 6 h; 3. the soluble fractions
after bacteria disruption; 4. the insoluble fractions after bacteria disrup-
tion; 5. the purified IL-21 fusion

St BRZHAY 11.5 £ (K 8-¢) Al 12 £ (K] 8-d); IL-6
() mRNA 215 /KFAE 48 h )5 E kK Ea e, Jxt
HRZH (14 7 4% (18] 8-¢); TNF-a 7E (r)OnIL-21 Jijif 12 h
Ja IR AR BN, X IRALR 115 /5, 12h
J AR 2 35 1 B TR AR (18] 8-b); LL-10 AR XT3
RN 120 5B B, JF B B, fE
48 h Tk KV ik Xt 4 16.5 75 (& 8-0).

3 i

F4 A 28 IL-21 J& —Fh 2 850t 40 i IR+,
5 200 ifL 3% 1T R R RN D ARG A TR, 5 R AN A
AN Z RN, R 59 A G0 5 s o U] 1] B 95 20
MR A . SR RNE A, FENLIR I S R s
FARAG P i vh A #52E EZAE Y, B, 1L-21
B HAZ R A R o8 EZAE R AL s, fEfa
FE A AR B, e T A TL-21 K H:
AR IL-21R WIBIFFE 224 i oA DL .

ARSI ST e B AR fa s AR 5 IL-21
Ko SZARFEN IL-21R ) cDNA JF41, FFXFE5) #kfT
TG B2E Mo B B2 R B 43 A T 45 SR
7 OnlIL-21 & — P ME H, HEILR)TY 5]+
FEFEAE 220 TO0I 0 28 1 U3 1 A o7 i OB 4k
e (B 1), WFERM, B FIBERR L REAS = SR
B 7E A b Pk e A (i ) T o LA
BREST, AR A BIEEAE SRS, OnIL-21
IR P I AFAE Z2 A T () N-BE b 5, X
H 11T B RS I RN A 5 2 11 R 5 R0 ) RE T fig
RIEFEEAE ., LA, OnIL-21 & HM F ) A
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BHEZAMRSE AR RS, X F H B 6
L PR A2 SR B EEAE (B 2-2), IL-
21R /& IL-21 WDIREZ 1R, H4e S0y IL-21 Bk
FE AL y-c (5515 F WAL A, BB Pk
i IL-21R MM XA & 24> N-BEIEAL A 5 A 1 B T
AU PR 7 32 AR 5 1) WSXWS ) B P <1 3
(B 2-b), XIETEE y-c BEFT LT N, IL-21 5
y- P FELE A ATl y-c L5 1k T S0 A (5 Sl
B, WS R B i TR SR TR
(JAK-STAT). #2358 AT LB (MAPK).
Wl e LR 3 B 42 (P13K) %5, MFLE Fiif—
ZOE SRl TL-21 RIEAEYF el 1
Ak, OnIL-21R & HEMR 75 BA 2 A A% % 5 H
Z5H55 (D1 / D2), WALV BIG5H, v RIS
BB A BE A HLD A OnIL-21 45 & 10 IX . RSk
a5 R 7R, OnIL-21 £ OnIL-21R ¥ 55 S 3L
RGO R G, HAMEE e iz
) IL-21 K IL-21R & H R —32, DL LAY
FRENRPE AT Y 8, Je B W HEfa 1L-21 5 H
ZRIL-21R FESEE R I B — P,
W IL-21 5 TL-21R3E PR 7E A [a] 9 Fh (] 7] 56 % 4% 4
AR A= P2 DR

qRT-PCR &M & B, OnIL-21 % OnIL-21R £
e e B B Ak fu il Z R SUh ¥ Rik, HEFA
WIS = 5k, Hoh, OnIL-21 fE45 A
AR KPR RIR (8] 4-a), 4301 05 H A
£ SR 2L S P i I 5 2 SR AR — 3 e
Fahy i, IL-21R iz 5040 TREUNE . BfR . A1
IR N N e SIS PN N WA SN
HAY T 4000 . B 40 A1 NK 40 ifd 25 8 540 0% 40 Jifd
KR, FH PR IL-21 XFHLAAK 0 40 5 28 F ik
WAREL AP AER, RS B e,
OnIL-21R WAE Z P L iz Rik, Hrh g
Fik ks, EMIE . MR . Sk AN E i A S
A H S A B E RS (K 4-b). OnIL-21R
AR 2 PRI AR T OnlL-21 HE W23 0 1Y 2 b
PEFN OnIL-21R 756K 55 78 Gt F by Pk s R 50
5 AL TR EEEM .

SRR R R B AR, FESE
A B 8 FARAT 1 B e v A 4 B2 AR
RGN KGRI G, OnIL-21 ¢ OnIL-21R
TS5 Je B B AL o LA i P B Y G siE KU,
S0 TF R TG FLAE R P A 2K A M A R P BRI S
5, KIS S FIEAE OnIL-21 & OnIL-21R 1) mRNA
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Fig. 8 Effect of (r)OnIL-21 stimulation of spleen leukocytes on IL-21R and inflammation-related

cytokine expression at different time

(a) OnIL-21R; (b) TNF-0; (c) IL-1B; (d) IFN-y; (e) IL-6; (f) IL-10; all data are shown as mean + SE (n = 9); asterisks indicate a significant difference
between the control group and the stimulation group. *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, ***P < 0.001
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21R JE1EN IL-21 W& —MIReZ IR e . 1
Je B B AE AR P N B, OnlL-21 ()RR 7E
P12 h IAE R S R, T OnIL-21R 1%
s B R B B R A X ZE AR, Rl RE RS R &
OnIL-21R JE1EJy OnIL-21 BT REZ K L AEAEH .
PUARTE R R, e R e RGANXS T3R50
B PE RGRETE e & FEACAE T, FEARTR SR T,
OniIL-21 F1 OnIL-21R /) 3R TE LR B He F 0 & A=
WE EM, 3 EAE 72 h 4R K Ik,
LW IL-21 MR —Fh Z PR A B 1, n] e AE [
A G IS L M B s th R A A AR
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Identification and expression analysis of interleukin 21 (IL-21) and its receptor
(IL-21R) in Nile tilapia (Oreochromatidus niloticus)

LlLan, GAO Along, CHEN Jianlin, LEIYang, WU Liting", YE Jianmin"

(Guangdong Provincial Key Laboratory for Healthy and Safe Aquaculture, Institute of Modern Aquaculture Science and Engineering,
School of Life Sciences, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: Interleukin 21 (IL-21) is a kind of pleiotropic cytokine, mainly through its specific receptor (IL-21R) to
exercise immunomodulatory function, including promoting T cells proliferation, regulating B cells differentiation
and enhance the cytotoxicity of natural killer cells (NK), and play an important role in the immune response to
pathogen infection. In order to study the role of IL-21 and its receptor IL-21R in the immune response of fish
against pathogenic bacteria, homologs of IL-21 and IL-21R in Oreochromis niloticus were identified, and their
roles in bacterial infection and the regulation of inflammatory response were investigated. The open reading frame
of OnlIL-21 and OniIL-21R are 420 bp and 1548 bp, encoding 139 and 515 amino acids, respectively. The deduced
OnlL-21 is a secreted protein containing an Ig-like domain. OnIL-21R is a transmembrane protein, contains two
conserved cysteine residues, a FNIII domain and a highly conserved WSXWS motif of the type I cytokine receptor
family. Both OnlIL-21 and OnIL-21R contained multiple conserved phosphorylation sites and glycosylation sites.
Expression analysis indicate that the On/L-21 exhibited constitutive expression in the examined tissues, with the
highest expression in skin. OnlL-21R was also widely expressed in multiple tissues, with the highest expression in
gill and spleen. In addition, the OnlL-21 and OnlL-21R expressions are significantly up-regulated in spleen and
anterior kidney following challenges of Streptococcus agalactiae and Aeromonas hydrophila in vivo and in vitro,
and maintained high expression level within 72 h, which suggested that On/L-21 and OnIL-21R may get involved
in host defense against bacterial infection. Further, after being stimulated with recombinant protein (r)OnlL-21 in
vitro, the expressions of OnlL-21R and inflammation-related cytokines such as interleukin-1p (IL-1p), tumor nec-
rosis factor a (TNF-a), interferon y (IFN-y), interleukin 6 (IL-6) and interleukin 10 (IL-10) were up-regulated sig-
nificantly in spleen lymphocytes, which indicated that OnIL-21 and OnIL-21R may play an important role in
immune response. Taken together, the molecular biological characteristics of On/L-21 and its receptor OnlL-21R
were described systematically. It also preliminarily clarified that On/L-21 and OnIL-21R were likely involved in
host defense against bacterial infection and may have an important effect on the inflammation response of O.
niloticus, which may provide an important reference for further exploring the mechanism and signaling pathway of
IL-21 regulating the immune response of the inflammatory responses through its specific receptor IL-21R.
Key words: Oreochromis niloticus; IL-21; IL-21R; gene cloning; immune riesponse
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